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Before the Honourable Committee of Paruya- 
MENT, for Regulating the abuſes in making 


Gold and Silver Wyre, and Lace. 


Humbly Sheweth, 


A Hat, in Fannary 1634. the Wardens and ſome of the Com- 
© pany of Goldſmichs, petitioned the Late King CHARLES 
of bleſſed memory, and His Privie Councel, touching the 
detriment which aroſe by the undue praftices of the Gold 
> 3M” Refiners and Wiredrawers in the unlawfull confamption 
Lp WW» F ofa great Maſle of Silver made yearly into Wire for Gold 
LEARSIASS and Silver Lice and Thread, &c. 

The Lords of His Majeſties Privie Councel Ordered them to attend the At- 


to:ney Genera], to the-end the Stat. of H. the 7. made againſt the ſame abuſes 
might be put in execution. 

There being a complaint of many abuſes in ſelling and making Gold and Sil= 
ver Lace; the King commanded me and ſom others, to buy np ſmall parcells of 
Gold and Silver Lace, Spangles, Wire, and toallay the ſame. 


Mr 
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Mr. Alexander Fack ſon the ſworne A Maſter of Goldſmiths-hal!, made ſc- 
veral aſſaics of one hundred and twelve parcels of Gold and Silver Lacs, Wire, 
Thread, Spangles, &c. holding in copper 4 ounces and above in a pound Troy, 
ſom 6d, 3d. and 2d, the ounce Troy, reported by the ſaid Mr, Jack ſon to be ſo 
much worſe then Sterling; this was bought in ſeveral ſhops in London ; Which 
Off-ndors ought to have been punithed according to the Statute aforeſaid, or by 
Inditment on another Statute which condemns the Offendors to ſuffer corporal 
puniſhment, and ſtand in the Pillory 3 your Petitioner hath cauſed ſeveral O'- 
fendors to be Indicted, and ſom {ct in the Pillory, and twenty men to run away 
for making courſe Silver Lace, Wire, Thread,&&c. 

That his ſaid late Majeſtie, and his Privie Councel, commanded your Pctiti» 
oner to look after the ſaid abuſes; whereupon your Petitioner cauſed Alderman 
Gibs, Walaſton, Patrickſony and ſome Wiredrawers to be proſecuted in the Star- 
Chamber for the abules aforeſaid, And theſaid Alderman Gibs, Wolloſton, and 
ſums others compoundel tor their oftencce, and ſued out their pardons under 
the Seal of England, as appears in Record, which coſt them dear, 

That, Anno 1635; the Refiners and Wiredra:yers petitioned his ſaid Majcſtie 
for a Corporation, ſetting forth the great abuſ.s for want of Government. Buc 
bis ſaid Mzj:{tiz and Privie Councel after many daies examination at the Cour- 
cel Table, the King andall the Lords of the Councel taking notice that the 
Gold Wiredrawers had made their Corporation granted them eAn'o 16 79. a 
cloak to deceive the buyers and wearers of gold and (ilyer/lace ſo notorioully , 
that in the latter end of King James's Reign, Giles Aonperſon, and Francis 
Michel, Knights, were degraded in Parliament,and committed to priſon for pro- 
curing a Corporation of King James for the Wiredrawers of gold and (ilyer 
thread, the Reliners being therein equally concerned ; The laid late KIN G 
CHARLES theFiilt 1635. refuſed to grant them a Corporation; which your 
Petitioner humbly referrs to the Records of Parliament about the year 1 6 7 9. 
wiere it at large appeareth., The King, and Lords of the Conncel, remembred 
all thecheats of the Corporation, was preſented to them in the Lords Houſe in 
Parliament, and huw they made the {:lver wire with a core of copper, and hea» 
vy died (ilk, and a!l their manufaCtures adulterated, both thread, ſpangles, wire, 
&c, the principal of the Corporation was found the principal offendors : Sir 
Giies Monperſans broke the prifon and run away about this buſineſle, 

Thac his laid late Majeſty, Carole, primo and his Privie Counce!, taking <£ 
pecial notice of your Pctitioners aftivitie and abilitie to diſcover .and reforme 
the abuſes aforeſaid ; and that by order of the King and His Counce], your Pe- 
titioner cauſed the Tranſporters of gold and (ilyer to be fined twentie t9ar 
thouſand one hundred pounds in the Star Ghamber, which coſt your Petitioner 
nineteen hundred and lixtie pounds, which His Majeſtie promiſed tg pay me but in 
lieu thereof,and upon paying by your Petitioner to theLord Treaſurer,the Lord 
Cotttzgton, Mr. Secretary Cooke, and Mr. Attorney General Banckes, the valew 
ot one thouſand five hundred pounds : The ſaid late King CHARLES the Firſt 
ct blefled memory; by His Letters Patents bearing date the 7. day of Septembe: 
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(3) 
in'the 14. year of his ſaid Reign, did grant to your Petitioner the Office for 
reRifying the abuſes aforeſaid for three lives, whereof your Petitioner and one 
other ere yet in beingz asby the Coppy of the Record exemplyticd under the 
Great Sea] apveareth, which | here hambly preſent, 

That, His ſaid late Majz{iie intending the abſolute ſettlement of the office, for 
reQitying of the ſaid abuſer, by reaſon of the greatſervice your Petitioner had 
done his Maieſtie, ( amongit other things in the ſaid Letters Pattents conteined, 
is gracioully pleci:d to conticmtie | aidOthce on your Petitioner, notwithitand- 
in his {aid late Miajeltie, His Heirs, or Succeſſors, ſhould at any time afterwards 
Publilh or make any other Proclam=tion, Commillion, or Inſtrutions to alter 
ths {aid Letters Patents, IVide the coppy of the Letters Patents, Fclio 3 7. 
3. 39. 

That, your Petitioner did for above five years execute and keep the ſaid Of- 
fice, the dut execation of ell and every the matters in the (aid Letters Patents 
comneined, on the partand b-hal: of your Petitioner to be done and periorm- 
c4 immediately after the {aid Peti-i ner received the ſaid Letters Patents, and 
according to the ſaid Letters Pattents did give eleven Bonds to His Majeſties uſe 
for pzrformance of the {aid Ltit-irs Patents, Viz. One Bond of the penalty of 
on? thouſand five hundred pounds, wherein your Petitioner ſtands (ingly bound; 
and ten other Bonds wherein ten other ſufticient perſons ſtand ſeverally bound 
for your Petitioners tru? pertorinance of the ſaid Letters Patents in two hundred 
pounds a piecz, as by the Records, remaining 1a the Kings Majzſties Remem- 
Drericer?s dppearetÞ, 

That your Peticiouer, by the occaſion of the late unhappy troubles, hath mot 
na {2 any beneſic of his faid Letters Patrents, being under ſequeſtration; and is 
by His Counce! infirmed that your P-ti:iners Letters Patents cannot fully take 
efic&, unlels conticmed by ACt ot Parliament. 


Hc therefore ( 1he premiſes tenderly conſidered ) humbly prayeth, That 
his ſaid Letters Patents may by the CA and Faveur of this pre- 
ſent Parliament be Ratified and Confirmed with ſuch Orders and 
Powers 4s in Fuſlice you think fit, in conſideration of his right : 
And alſo in conſideration of his great loſſes, impriſonments, has 
Fards for his Majeſty and His Royal Father, to his damage above 
twenty thouſand pounds, as he hath proved it by the Teſtimonies of 
many Witneſſes of honour , eſtates, and credit, and all of them the 
Kings ſujfering Servants. 


And as in duty bound (ball pray, &C., 


THOMAS VIOLET. 
Az : Several 
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Several Reaſons humbly preſented to the Honourable 
(Committee of Parliament, concerning the Gold 
and Silver Wyer-drawers by Thomas Violet 
of London, Goldſmith. « ſnd againſt the con- 
firming by Af of Parliament, a Patent obtained 
from hu Majefly about the 2. of Oct. in the 13. 

year of his «M ajefties Reign, for Letters Pa- 
tents to be paſſed,to incorporate the Trades of Re- 


finers of Gold and Silver,and the Gold and Silver 
Wyer-drawers, &c. 


I; T*: Hexry Smith Eſq, may be ordered to bring into the Ho- 
nourable Committee the Letters Patents granted to the ſaid 


Society, or Corporation of Wyer-drawers, in 0406, laſt, 


that ſo your Honours may ſee what you grant by AQ of Parliament, 
and what they deſire : and your Petitioner may have a copy of the ſaid 
Patent, to objec againſt the.legality of it, toput in his juſt exceptions, 
thereunto to this Hononrable Committee, 

2, And liberty to produce to your Honours his Majeſties Royal Fa- 
thers Grant under the Great Seal, ro mee of thefaid Office, dated 7, 


- Sept. 14. Carol, primo, tor the regulating all theſe abuſes, 


2. Thereupon your Honours may ſee my right in Law, and do me 
Tuſtice, according to Right and Equity, that ſo my Patent may be ap. 

oved on, and confirmed by Parliament, I being the firſt that diſcover- 
ed all the Gold-Refiners and Wyer-drawers abuſes, 1635. to King 
Charles the Firſt, and his Privy Councc], and for five yeares kept them 
in ſuch order, that all theſe ManufaQures of Gold and Silver wyer and 
thred, was madeas the Plate or money of the Kingdome, and I will by 
Gods aſſiſtance reduce them to the ſame order again, 

4+ Whereas now there is nothing but diſorder and deceit inthe ma- 
king all theſe manufaRures,neither hath Hexry Nevel $skill co mend theſe 


abuſes; itisatrick of the Wyer-drawers, to abuſe the Kingdome as 
they - 


they did formerly, to procure a Corporation by AR of Parliament, to 
eozen the Kingdome, 

5. Upon vicw of my Patent under the Great Seal, your Honours wii! 
{ec his now Majeſty hath been miſe. informed, and abuſed in his Grant; 
for I have all the power granted twenty four yeares ago, under the 
Great Scal of Eng/axs, and Ihumbly hope having ſuffered twenty thou- 
ſand pounds loſle and cight yeares impriſonment, being robbed of al- 
moſt all I have inthe world, I ſhall notafter all my Troubles be fliyed 
alive by Henry Neve/ Eſq; of my office, which Icxccuted for five years, 
and know as well how to regulate theſe trades, and every branch there- 
of, as any man in England. Indeed the Gold wycr-drawers think I 
know too much for them, and therefore they deſire Nevel Smith Eſq ; 
who they can lead by the noſe, by reaſon of his ignorance inthis butt. 
neſſe,who hath unduely obfained the Kings Patent, 

6, Mr. Nevel 1s like Dean 2ſurrey in King Fames's time, he loyed to 
get into Church livings,bnt could not preach , Nevel Smith loves to get 
my office for nothing, which is worth about one thouſand pounds a year, 
ſo much for ſeveral yeares I made of it, and coſt mee aboye three thou -+ 
ſand four hundred pound to his late Majeſty, and great Officers of State, 

7, There is in this at a power that Hexry Newel, his Exccutors, and 
Adminiſtrators, ſhall Aſſay all filver, and all filver ſhall be brought to 
one place, and to take Conſtables, and ſeize all gold and filyer lace, 
which he, his Executors, &c. ſhall find to be courl filyer. Surely this 
Gentleman hath been a Goldſmith or a Refiner, that ſo great a kill and 
truſt muſt be placed in his hands, when we find him altogether ignorant 
incvery branch of this profeſſion. After-ages will not believe ſo much 
ignorance and confidenceto bein a perſon of quality, to pretend to that 
hedoth not underſtand ; nor I belicye his Exccutors nor Adminiſtra- 
tors, to take away my right. Ibeſecch your Honours obſerve. 

$, If the Goldſmiths thar go to the mint with their gold or filver to 
coyne, ſhould be their own afſay-maſters, the Kings money would hard- 
ly be ſtandard : if the filver-workers made aflay of their own plate, no 
wiſe man will think it would be ſterling. Theſe Wyer-drawers are now 
at their own wills to make their filver at what fineneſle they pleaſe, pur 
in as much (ilk to ſilver as they pleaſe; they haye melted down allthe 
heavy money inthe Kingdom, to the great rvine of the Kingdom ; they 
hinder the Kings Mint by out-buying the ſame:and ſhould they now get 
this Corporation, and have an ignorant governour, that is no Artiſt, as 


Henry Nevel E(q; labours toobtain, whereas formerly they commuted 
one 
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ons fraud, they will by authority of Parliament, be out of the eun-ſhox 
of the laws 


9. The Wiredrawers are angry with me becauſe have formerly ftrict- 
ly tied them to make good gold and filver wire, and thread ; if they 
work according to the Law I cannot hurt them, but if they abuſe the 
Kingdom in flight and baſe ManufaQtures, my ſecurity and my felf muſt 
make it good, we ate bound inthe Exchequer todo it ; and therefore I 
have, and ſhall prevent them to. my power. They would have Mr. 
Newvil in my place that hath no $skill, and then they would cozen 
the Kingdome as ſome of them have done formerly, by this a& of 
Parliament, the Wardens and Affiſtants hive the power to do what 
they liſt; Mr. Nevit is but named as a cypher to get their Charter by his 
Friends. | 

Your Petitioners humble prayer is, that by your Honours Juftice for his Ma- 
zeſties lervice, this Manufiftare be put under (ome ſtrict Rule and Order, and 
that nothing may patle under your Honours hands that may preiudice your Pe- 
titionezrs Grant which he hath under the great Seal of England, tor rhe regula- 
ting the {aid ManufaCture, 

| have humbly to recommend to your Honours great wiſdom, the due con- 
{ideration of theſe ſeveral tollowing heads, and hambly leay them at your Ho- 
nours fect; andthough they may not pleaſe the Wire drawers, yctl am fue 
they be for his Maieſties ſervice. Itis true, there is twenty thouſand ſon's in 
T ondon, live, and have dependance on this Manuf:&ure , and that mace I{'ng 
Tam?s and King Charles ſuffer this ManufaRare to be made herc- 

Ic is worthy of conlideration , the great damage his Maieſty (uitains in the 
lofſe ot his Cultoms, the loſle and preiudice of his Maiefties Mint , by luffering 
the f1]ver afcer it is imported into this Kingdom, to be niade into Silver Lace , 

&c.to te diverted from Coine, which would pay a duty of coynape, and au; = 
ment the ſtock of the Kingdome, which is now converted into this Manufature: 
the valew imployed in Gold and Silver yearly, is about one hundre4 thouſand 
pounds a year in Gold and fiIver Lace, Wire, &c. which was it converted into 
coine every year, and fo paſſed between men, would drive a million for commc- 
diciesa year in Trade, to the great improvement of the Kingdome by {om 
merce and Trade: 

That upon calculation it will be found , the King in point of Cuſtoms his 
loli:s about ten thouſand pounds a year, by ſuffering this ManufaQture 

to be m:de in Ex2land, as will appear upon calculation of his Maieſties Book of 
hates of hisCuſtomes. I hamblie pray the book of Rates at the Cuſtom-houle 
may be viewed by your Honours,to ſee when the gold and'filver thread pays: 

T hat 2s this day by this Corporation there is no Exciſe laid on this commo- 
Citic, which under favour,humbly ſubmitting to your great wiſdomes, is a con: - 
M781: may bear an Exciſe as well, and better, than almoſt any thing ia the 
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Kingdome: gold and filver Lace is a ſuperfluitie, *andit is the wearers pays 
the Exciſe, not the Silkmen, Wiredrawers, or other Tradeſinen : this Trade his 
Maieſty doth allow in favour of the poor women Spinners, and other POOr pecs 
ple, that are above twenty thouſand ſouls , who onely have their livelyhood 
from this ManufaCture, or elle for the reaſons aforeſaid, it would not be allowed 
co be wrought in England; for as it is now made for this laſt twenty years, all 
the heavie currant filyer is melted down to : zake this ManufaRurie. G 
[ humbly pray thisoffence may by At of Parliament be made Felonje, and 
the ſame puniſhment for tranſporting geld and filver without the Kings licence, 
ifthis be not done, in a ſhort time there will neither gold nor filver be left in the 
Kingdom, al! thegoldin a manner is already gone, and the filver fol ows 
ap: c2. 
| Therefore my humble Petitionto your Honours js, that your Honours ſettle 
ſuch an exciſe on this ManutaCture, at the lealt two pence in the Ounce Troy, 
being {o much as his Maleſty Iofeth in the coynage of the ſame, to be approved 
and confirmed by the Parliament, for and towards his Maieſties loffe in his 


Cuſtomes, and in his coynage, by ſuffering this ManufaRure to be wrought in 
England; the Cuitomes iz above threetimes as much. 

That your Honours would Order for the future, that no inferiour perſons, a8 
ſcrvant-Maids , and other mechanick people, ſhall wear gold or filver Lace, it 
being an abuſe co perſons of honour, men and women , to have mechanick peo-= 
pl: and ſervants to wear gold and (ilver Lace; many ſervant Maids of four pound 
a year, do lay out halt of it in gold and filver Lace, which cauſes many great it.- 
conveniences by vanity to come to them,by lewd courſes to ſteal and pilfer their 
Matters moneys. 


10, If Mr, Nevel be confirmed by Parliament, to bethe head Of- 
ficer to aflay and ſeal all gold and filver, if his ignorance in this 
cAice ſhould ever be complained of to his Majeſty or the Privy Coun- 
cel, he muſt be expelled by the ſame power that put him in ; by order 
of Parliament to be put do wn. 

11, The aſſay-maſterjof the Tower is upon kis oath, the aſſay-maſter 
of Goldſmiths Hall is upon his oath : this a& of Parliament appoints 
Henry Nevelto be aſſay-maſter, and to ſeize all adulterate gold and fil- 
ver wyer, and Henry Nevel knowes not howto make an aflay of gold or 
ſilver, nor knowes not when he {ces courſe filver from fine, this manu- 
f:ure will be well aflayed by a Gentleman that is not an Artiſt in ſilver 
thred, wyer, or lace, how can he fwear by another mans $k11l, 

x 2.lgnorant officers in places of great $kill and truſt, which muſt be 
executed on oath, is that that abuſes the King and Kingdome: this Gen- 
tlemanis ignorant in every branch of the trade, yet by this Act of Par. 
112ment, is to have an 06; the ounce Troy for filyer wyer, 2 d, the ounce 

Troy 


| 8) 
Troy for ſilver foliat, 14. the pound Haverdupois for all copper wyer 
cilgroſs'd, and one moiety of all ſcizures and forteitures : a place I pay- 
ed 34c01. for,and Mr. Nevil would have it for nothing. 

13. Andnow afcer all my loſſes and ſufferings, this Gentlemanpre- 
tends to my place, and if your Honors read my Patent and his, you will 
&nd I am the elder brother in my grant by above twenty yeares. And I 
humbly hope my experience to execute this place, ſhall bea barr to hig 
i2norance, It is the fleece Mr, Nevellooks after, not the flock, the fees, 
not the regulating the abuſe; he can tcll how to take and receive his 
fees, but knows not how to regulate the abules in this trade, nor to any 
part of the myſtery, which not well regulated, is a myſtery of iniquity, 

And if you pleaſe to obſerve the Act of Parliament under examinati- 
on, the whole power of regulating this manufaQuureis lodged in the Ma- 
ſter, Wardens, and Aſſiſtants ot the Corporation of Wyer.drawers, 
and Henry Newel Eſq ; is but held forth as a property,by hisfriznds, an 1 
power to get the Wyer. drawers by Act of Parliament a Co:poration, 
the power is in the Wardens and Afﬀiſtants. | 

And then they will ſerve the Kingdome as the Silk-men did, when 
they got their Corporation about 1634. the Wardens and Aſſiſtants of 
Silk-men were found to be the only menthat cozen'd the King & King- 
dome in heavy dyed filk, as was proved 1634, which cauſed the King 
to damn their Patent, and fine the offenders in Star- Chamber, many 
thouland pounds, And ſoit was proved in Parliament 1619. Sir Giles 
Monparſons, and the Wardens and Aſſiſtants of the Gold wyer-drawers, 
cozcned the Kingdome in ſelling adulterate filver thread and wyer, for 
good. The ſentence of Sir Gilzs Monparſons,and the cheats of the Wyer- 
drawers proved in Parliament, was fo famous, that they made Ballads, 
ſongs, and pictures of the diſcovery of theſe abuſes, and Monparſons run- 
ning away about this buſineſſe. This was the cnd of the Gold wyer- 
drawers Corporation in Parliament, about 1619. as many hundreds of 


people in London can witneſſe , the like Project Mr, Neve/now deſires. 
þ14y it pleaſe your Honours, to make an AA to ſettle the power on his Majeſty and any ſix of the Privy 
Councel fromtime no time to make ſuch Commiſſions and Orders, as they in their great Wiſdoms 
fall think fit, ts regulate the Traders, and reforme the abuſes, with a power t9 commit and puniſh 
the Offendors 3 and to impoſe ſuch ſums of mony upon the Manufatture, for, and towards the loſſe 
bis Majeſtie ſuſtains in his Cuſtomes, as his Majeſty and his Privy Councel ſhall think fit,not ex- 
coding 2.4. the ounce Troy for all filver wyre di ſgroſſed,and he fees already allowed by Patent to 
your Petitioner ſor warranting the ſame to be made all of good ſulver wyre, not under Sterling, nor 
ts draw no ſilver for any of theſe Manuſaftures before it be du'y Aſſayed and Fegiſired ; and a 
«ue 4ccompt given to his Ma'eſty. This is a ſure way to regulate all theſe abuſes, without which 
tho IWiredrawer . cannot poſſioly among them tlvs be kept in any order, being a great many neceſſira- 
1e1 people, which withou! power will not be kept in compaſs , being in namber above 15. thouſand 
that bavc a livelybood by this ManufzFure; the Corporation the Wyredrawers now defire,will be 
ar the former was 1619. if the King and bis \'rivy Countel hace net the power and ordering 1here- 
e by Af of Parliament to reforme ll the aforeſaid abuſes, and puniſhihe Offenders ; What the 
KING commands 1 will ſee duly obſcruel. A 
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